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April 4, 2014 

The Honorable Tom Harkin The Honorable Jerry Moran 

Chairman Ranking Member 

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human 

Services, Education, and Related Agencies Services, Education, and Related Agencies 

Senate Committee on Appropriations Senate Committee on Appropriations 

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Chairman Harkin and Ranking Member Moran: 

We urge you to provide strong support for child and youth homelessness programs as you 

consider appropriations for FY 2015. The Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (RHYA) program, 

administered by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and the McKinney-Vento 

Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) program, administered by the U.S. 

Department of Education, provide vital assistance for community organizations, school districts, 

and public agencies around the country that serve homeless children and youth. 

Addressing the needs of homeless youth is a smart investment. Without assistance, 

homeless youth often end up in the justice system, at a significant cost to taxpayers. Youth living 

on the streets are at high risk for developing physical, behavioral, and emotional problems. 

Runaway and homeless youth are also more likely to become victims of sex trafficking and 

abuse. Homeless youth have lower graduation rates and higher dropout rates than housed poor 

youth. Providing a better path forward for homeless youth through assistance and access to 

education saves money and improves lives. 

The RHYA and EHCY programs have proven effectiveness in addressing youth 

homelessness. Through the excellent work of local street outreach, shelter, and transitional living 

programs, RHYA has proven to help homeless youth with respect to education, employment, 

personal savings, and family reunification. With the support of EHCY grants, local education 

agencies have provided tutoring, enrollment and transportation assistance, counseling, and 

outreach services for homeless children and youth and coordinated activities with RHYA Basic 

Center and Transitional Living Program grantees. The EHCY program has given homeless 

children and youth the extra support they need to enroll and succeed in school. 

Unfortunately, the resources directed to child and youth homelessness programs have not 

been sufficient in recent years. This was made especially clear during the extreme cold in many 

parts of the country this past winter when the needs of homeless youth overwhelmed the capacity 

of existing shelter and transitional housing facilities. More generally, thousands of youth are 

turned away every year. Meanwhile, less than one in five school districts have received support 

through the EHCY program in any given year. As a result, homeless children and youth are 

under-identified and continue to face significant barriers to school enrollment and continuity. 

The President’s Budget requested $116 million for RHYA and $65 million for EHCY. 

We believe that appropriations of at least those amounts are necessary, and we further urge you 
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to consider funding beyond the President’s request. In addition, the President’s request for 

RHYA included $2 million to conduct a prevalence study. We support this request. Better data 

on youth homelessness are crucial to understanding this issue and improving how program funds 

are directed. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request and for your support of programs to 

address child and youth homelessness. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________   ______________________________ 

Al Franken    Carl Levin 
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