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Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (RHYA) 

(P.L.110-378) 

 
 
The Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (RHYA) provides foundational support to address youth and young 
adult homelessness across the country.  These grants, administered by the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS), began providing resources in 1974 and allowed local systems of care to be developed 
and shaped by the unique needs of each region.   
 

The Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (RHYA), funds three key pillars of intervention to help homeless 
youth:  
 

 Street Outreach:  street-based services to build relationships with 
young people on the streets, counseling and referrals to services. 

 Basic Center: temporary shelter, counseling, family reunification 
services, educational support and aftercare services. 

 Transitional Living:  provides longer-term housing with supportive 
services, including vocational training.   

 

RHYA, usually reauthorized on time, expired September 30, 2013. 
 

AVAILABLE RESOURCES ARE NOT MEETING THE NEED  
 The actual number of homeless and unaccompanied youth is difficult to 

gather. The National Alliance to End Homeless (NAEH) estimates that 
550,000 youth experience more than a week of homelessness each 
year.  RHYA calls for a study of the prevalence, needs and characteristics 
of homeless youth, which has never been conducted.  The President 
included $3 million dollars in his FY 2014 budget for this study. 

 RHYA has been flat funded at $115M since 2009, despite service 
providers turning away a rising number of youth in these challenging 
economic times.  

 Since 2008, approximately 45,674 youth have been turned away from 

Basic Center and Transitional Living homeless youth programs due to a 

lack of resources. 

 Trafficked, exploited and LGBT homeless youth subpopulations require 
specialized services. RHY providers have cared for these particular young 
people with limited specialized support, such as regular training, 
targeted funding and other assistance.   

 
 

RHYA PROGRAMS PROVIDE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE & COMMUNITIES 
 RHYA programs are the most cost-effective alternatives to foster care and juvenile justice involvement.  
 RHYA is the sole federal law targeted at unaccompanied youth, ensuring the basic level of support 

regardless of the youth’s state of origin or residence. Few states have funding exclusive to this population.  
 RHYA programs use federal funds to leverage community resources and succeed due to partnerships 

created among families, schools, community-based organizations, faith communities, law enforcement, 
businesses and volunteers.  

 RHYA programs raise the achievement level of homeless and exploited youth, producing positive 
outcomes for youth: family strengthening, academic success, employment and sustainable independence. 

 These programs offer prevention from trafficking, commercial exploitation, chronic homelessness, criminal 
justice involvement and lifelong dependence on government assistance. 

WHY ARE YOUTH 

HOMELESS? 
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 Economic hardship due to the 
depressed economic climate 
forces some youth from their 
homes. 
 

 Severe family conflict, 
including abuse and 
abandonment 

 

 High rates of sexual and 
physical abuse.  

 

 Up to one-third “age out” of 
foster care with nowhere to 
go. 

 

 Families eject youth from the 
home due to pregnancy, 
substance abuse, or non-
acceptance of sexual 
orientation or gender 
identification. 

 

 Nearly 100,000 exit the 
juvenile justice system yearly 
with little to no financial and 
housing resources. 
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McKinney-Vento Act's Education for Homeless 

Children and Youth (EHCY) CFDA No. 84.196 

 
 

McKinney-Vento Act's Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) program was created to ensure 
that all homeless children and youth have equal access to the same free, appropriate public education 
available to other children.  EHCY provides assistance to states to:  
 

 Establish or designate an Office of Coordinator for the Education of Homeless Children and Youths: 
gathers comprehensive information about homeless children and youths and the impediments they must 
overcome to regularly attend school.  

 Develop and carry out a State plan for the education of homeless children:  gives support to state 
education agencies (SEAs) so they can ensure that all homeless children have equal access to free and 
appropriate public education (FAPE).  

 Make subgrants to local education agencies (LEAs): to support the education of homeless children.  
 

Title VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act is intended to ensure that homelessness does not 
cause these children to be left behind in school. Dedicated exclusively to homeless children and youth, 
formula grants are made to the 50 states, District of Columbia, Bureau of Indian Affairs and Puerto Rico based 
on each state’s share of Title I, Part A, funds.  

 

AVAILABLE RESOURCES ARE NOT MEETING THE NEED 
 According to the U.S. Department of Education, last year, over 1 million children and youth in the United 

States experienced homelessness.  
 There has been a 71% increase in the number of homeless children and youth in public schools since 

2006-2007.    
 In spite of this dramatic increase, EHCY has been flat funded for the past several years and is currently 

funded at $61.7 million.  
 At the current funding level, only one in five school districts in the United States receives direct support 

through the EHCY Program, and the amount of funding received does not meet the needs of all homeless 
children and youth in those districts. School districts without EHCY funding face even greater struggles in 
efforts to meet the needs of homeless children and youth.  

 

EHCY ENABLE HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH SUCCEED  
 Identifying homeless children and youth is the first step to providing appropriate and specific support.  

EHCY grants enable schools to identify these young people and provide services. 
 Targeted assistance to schools benefit homeless children and youth due to increased resources to provide 

vital educational supports.  Academic success is necessary for children and youth to obtain the skills 
needed to avoid poverty and homelessness as adults. 

 In School Year (SY) 2011-12, 952,281 students were reported as served by McKinney-Vento subgrantees, 
representing an eight percent increase from SY 2010‐11 (883,816). 
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IN THE WORDS OF A PREVIOUSLY HOMELESS YOUTH 

“Where I stand today is a very important position because it shows how far I have come with the struggles 

that have occurred in my life. Without the Transitional Living Program, I’d be homeless. This program has 

given me the first pillow in almost two years to lay my head on and give us young people a second 

opportunity in life.”   - RHYA YOUTH BENEFICIARY  


