
ASKS + TALKING POINTS

Emergency Family Stabilization Act, S.220

ASK
● Senate:  co-sponsor S.220
● House:  co-sponsor a�er introduction
● Everyone:  include in the infrastructure package or next coronavirus relief bill

TALKING POINTS
● The COVID-19 crisis disproportionately affects youth experiencing homelessness who lack

safety and stability. Staying with other people puts youth more at risk of transmission because
they o�en work in part-time service industry jobs, and are forced to stay in different places,
and can’t socially distance.

● The Emergency Family Stabilization Act (EFSA) would fill a large gap in previous federal
coronavirus relief by providing hoemelssness assistance through ACF at HHS.

● Prior to COVID-19, youth and family homelessness were at record levels. The coronavirus has
created further barriers to their survival.

● This gap would be met by providing flexible funding directly to community-based
organizations to meet the needs of children, youth, and families experiencing homelessness in
the wake of COVID-19.

● While previous coronavirus relief legislation provided some homelessness-related funding,
most youth experiencing homelessness are ineligible. This is due to HUD’s restrictive definition
of homelessness and eligibility requirements which is difficult for many young people to meet.

Runaway and Homeless Youth and Trafficking Prevention Act (RHYTPA)

ASK
● Make it a priority of each committee:

○ Senate: Judiciary Committee
○ House: Ed & Labor Committee

● Senate and House: Cosponsor a�er introduction

TALKING POINTS
● 4.2 million young people experience homelessness on their own every year (add local data)
● RHYA programs are vital to scaling up youth-centric community response to serve our youth
● RHYTPA makes some key updates to the current RHYA program:

○ Includes new provisions to combat trafficking and prohibit discrimination
○ Increases the length of stays in Basic Centers from 21 to 30 days.
○ Increases grant award amount and overall program funding
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○ Increase allowable age for Transitional Living Programs

Fiscal Year 2022 Appropriations Requests:

LHHS APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ASKS
● $300 Million for the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act Program

○ Continue previous report language plus include additional report language to:
■ Allow RHYA providers to serve systems-involved youth

● PROPOSED REPORT LANGUAGE: The Committee strongly encourages
programs to have the ability to serve youth involved in other systems
(such as child welfare and juvenile justice) that are not currently
housed by that system.

■ Allow RHYA providers to serve youth funded by other sources within the
program

● PROPOSED REPORT LANGUAGE: The Committee strongly encourages
programs to have the ability to serve youth funded by systems of care
other than the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act to be housed within
the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act funded program.

● $300 Million for the Education for Homeless Children and Youth Act Program

TALKING POINTS
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act

● Focus talking points on COVID impacts and increase in number of youth in need in your
community

● 4.2 million young people experience homelessness on their own every year (add local data)
● These program are vital to scaling up youth-centric community response to serve these 4.2

million youth
● Youth experiencing homelessness are trafficked at high rates. According to a 2016 report from

the Family & Youth Services Bureau, 24% of youth living on the streets exchanged sex for
money, and 27.5% did so for a place to stay. Covenant House International, found that nearly
one- in-five youth had been a victim of sex and labor trafficking or both.

● These programs prevent chronic adult homelessness. Research from cities has shown that a
high proportion of their chronically homeless adult population first experienced homelessness
as a young person under 25. The City of Seattle found 43% of their unsheltered homeless
population first experienced homelessness as a minor (18%) or as a young adult between 18
and 24 (25%).

Education for Homeless Children and Youth Act
● Pre-pandemic, public schools identified 1.5 million homeless children and youth --an 11%

increase over the previous year. Yet, less than 1 in 4 school districts receive direct support
through EHCY.

● The COVID-19 pandemic will have a lasting impact on students experiencing homelessness. An
estimated one in four homeless children and youth (420,000 homeless students) have gone
unidentified and possibly unenrolled in public schools due to COVID-19. These students are
disproportionately students of color, English learners, and students with disabilities, with
compounding barriers and trauma.

● Chapin Hall at the University of Chicago found that the single greatest risk factor for
experiencing homelessness as a young adult is lack of a high school diploma or GED.
Education plays a key role in early intervention and prevention of future homelessness.
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https://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/inside-school-research/2020/11/more_than_1_in_4_homeless_students_missing_during_pandemic.html
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/overcoming-homelessness-through-education-means-fighting-racism


● The McKinney-Vento Act’s Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) program is the
only federal education program that removes barriers to school enrollment, attendance, and
success caused by homelessness. Local liaisons help identify homeless children and youth,
ensure their school access and stability, provide them direct support service, and coordinate
with community agencies to meet basic needs.

● In the wake of COVID-19, school district EHCY programs face significant costs in meeting the
needs of homeless children and youth. These costs include staff time to identify students,
provide outreach, and leverage community services. Other costs include educational and
related services, as well as transportation. In many areas, schools are the hub for social service
provision, especially when community partners face high demand and have had to scale back
services.

THUD APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ASKS
● $100 Million for HUD Youth Homeless Demonstration Program

○ Continue previous report language and include this additional report language:
■ Require YHDP YABs and RHYA providers to approve of plan
■ Put 3% of YHDP budget to paying for YAB creation and maintenance
■ Require all categories of homeless youth to be served without a waiver

● $3.3 Billion for McKinney-Vento HUD Homeless Assistance Grant
○ Plus additional report language to:

■ Remove additional eligibility criteria for PSH and TH
■ Require youth funded projects have separate outcome measure
■ Prohibit discriminmation

TALKING POINTS
● HUD homelessness assistance programs were designed for adults and not young people.
● Administration, priorities, outcome measures, and eligibility requirements need to be

modified in order to better meet the needs of our youth, young adults, and young families.
● These funding and report language requests will go a long way in reducing homelessness

overall because the more young people that are served now will reduce the chronically
homeless adult population in the future.

● These requests will also help to move HUD to stop imposing adult approaches and priorities
on young people.
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