


● Introduce yourself in chat: Name, pronouns, organization, location, and 
an emoji of how your day is going so far.

● Ask questions in the Q&A throughout the presentation.

● The policy brief, webinar slides, and recording will be available on our 
website.

● Please complete the survey following the webinar so we can improve 
for next time.
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NN4Y works with young leaders and youth 
service providers from across the country to 
prevent and end youth, young adult, and young 
parent family homelessness and human 
trafficking. Together, we envision a future in 
which all young people have a safe place to call 
home with endless opportunities to achieve their 
fullest potential.

aNN4Y is on a mission toa 
atransform systems so that noa 
ayoung person in Americaa 
aexperiences homelessness.a 

Visit our website: nn4youth.org

Join our newsletter: nn4youth.org/subscribe
   

About National Network for Youth

https://nn4youth.org
https://nn4youth.org/subscribe/
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Too many young people experiencing homelessness are caught in a 
catch-22: Steady employment could help them exit a crisis situation, 
but being in crisis makes it incredibly difficult to find and maintain 
steady employment.

Young people need opportunities that provide livable wages, 
meaningful work experience, education and training, and pathways 
to careers that can support long-term economic and housing 
stability.

This policy brief:
★ Summarizes the latest research on employment for youth 

experiencing homelessness.
★ Highlights the unique challenges these young people face in 

seeking employment.
★ Offers concrete recommendations for public policy and 

practice.

Policy Brief Release! Brief Overview

https://nn4youth.org/wp-content/uploads/Building-Employment-Pathways-for-Youth-Experiencing-Homelessness.pdf


Unemployment can perpetuate homelessness and 
poverty.

★ Without stable employment, young people may be unable 
to meet their basic needs and maintain housing.

○ They may also struggle to build savings or respond to 
unexpected expenses, increasing their risk of 
prolonged or recurring homelessness.

★ Lack of stable employment is strongly associated with 
poverty.

★ Prolonged unemployment can contribute to poor mental 
health outcomes, increased stress, and reduced overall 
well-being, making it difficult for young people to 
transition successfully to adulthood.

Urgency of the Issue Brief Overview



Stable employment promotes long-term stability.

★ Expanding access to employment opportunities can help 
interrupt cycles of poverty and homelessness, 
particularly when paired with fair wages, education, 
training, and jobs in underserved communities.

★ Employment is associated with improved mental 
well-being, independence, and long-term economic 
mobility.

★ Stable employment is a key protective factor against 
homelessness and can promote long-term housing 
stability.

Urgency of the Issue Brief Overview
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Detroit Phoenix 
Center

Detroit, MI



ABOUT DPC
Detroit Phoenix Center is a nonprofit organization that responds to the needs of 
resilient and resourceful youth in Detroit. 

DPC supports young people, ages 12-24 providing critical resources, wraparound 
support, and a safe, nurturing environment to youth. We partner with young people 
to break the generational cycle of homelessness and poverty. We also work diligently 
for systemic change and contribute to the growing movement to end youth 
homelessness and poverty.

HOUSING & 
BASIC NEEDS

WE IMPACT OVER 2,500 YOUTH ANNUALLY THROUGH OUR 
PILLARS: 

MENTAL 
HEALTH & 
WELLNESS

EDUCATION & 
EMPLOYMENT

YOUTH 
LEADERSHIP & 

POWER BUILDING

OUTREACH & 
ADVOCACY 



Workforce Development Snapshot
60 young people engaged in DPC’s Workforce Development continuum this year

Our programs include:

SUMMER LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

22YOUTH SERVED

6-week paid summer employment + 
leadership
$15/hr • up to 20 hrs/week

RAPID REHOUSING WORKFORCE

14 YOUTH SUPPORTED 

Year-round workforce support
Employment placement • training • job readiness

YOUNG CHANGEMAKERS FELLOWSHIP

20 YOUNG PEOPLE

Two fellowship tracks
Social enterprise • storytelling + media

ALUMNI FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

4 YOUNG ADULTS TRAINED

Paid career fellowship3 / 6 / 12 months • $20/hr

YOUTH ACTION BOARD

8 YOUTH SERVED

10-month leadership + advocacy

$75/meeting • paid speaking opportunities

The Alumni 
Fellowship Program

ROOTS
RAPID RE-HOUSING



Curriculum

Structured Curriculum + Defined Learning Outcomes

● Summer Leadership Academy uses the required GDYT curriculum

● The Beyond the Ashes/Social Enterprise curriculum was developed by 
DPC in partnership with a consulting company

● The other programs use curriculum developed by DPC based on our 
specific learning goals and objectives
● all programs offer wraparound supportive services to remove, barriers 

to employment The Alumni 
Fellowship Program



Breaktime
Boston, MA

























Questions?



Sign Up for Our 
Listserv!

Get Connected to NN4Y
NN4Y

● Join Our Network: Become a Member
● Mobilize Your Community: Training & Consulting 

Services
● Meet with Your Member of Congress: Policy & 

Advocacy
● Vital Document Legal Hotline for Youth: Join Our 

Referral Network

https://nn4youth.org/subscribe/
https://nn4youth.org/subscribe/
https://nn4youth.org/membership/
https://nn4youth.org/training-and-consulting-services/
https://nn4youth.org/training-and-consulting-services/
https://nn4youth.org/policy/federal-policy-to-end-youth-homelessness/
https://nn4youth.org/policy/federal-policy-to-end-youth-homelessness/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedHcubuPp0js0_L03l70k1KbYRR0nTyGhZ4id30IAfqmc94w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedHcubuPp0js0_L03l70k1KbYRR0nTyGhZ4id30IAfqmc94w/viewform






NN4Y

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/nn4y-take-flight-raffle


Contact Us: 
trinady.maddock@nn4youth.org

Visit Our Website:
nn4youth.org

Join Our Listserv:

Together, we
can end youth 
homelessness.

Follow Us:
Facebook
Instagram
LinkedIn

http://www.nn4youth.org
https://secure.everyaction.com/TrdMuJE39kS9cqvIidsozg2
https://www.facebook.com/nn4youth
https://www.instagram.com/nn4youth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-network-for-youth/

